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BTT Program graduates land jobs
with regional biomedical and
biotechnology companies and in
academic research settings.

he Biomedical Technician Training (BTT) Program prepares you for an exciting career
opportunity in the fast-growing biomedical sector.

The two-year BTT Program combines hands-on laboratory skills training in top regional research
centers such as The Wistar Institute, with well-rounded, science-based coursework by renowned
instructors at the Community College of Philadelphia.

Community College of Philadelphia and The Wistar Institute
are committed to the principles of equal employment and
equal educational opportunity for all persons without regard
to race, color, ancestry, creed, national or ethnic origin, age,
sexual orientation/preference, religion, sex, disability or
status as a disabled veteran or veteran of the Vietnam Era, in
the administration of its educational programs, activities, or
employment in accordance with applicable Federal statutes
and regulations.
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Developed jointly by Community College of Philadelphia and The Wistar Institute, the BTT Program offers a structured
learn-by-doing path to a specialized career as a biomedical research technician.

EXPERIENCE IN THE CLASSROOM
You will gain a foundation in science and math by taking
courses from top instructors within the College’s Associate
Degree programs in Science or Applied Science and
Engineering Technology (ASET). The BTT Program is also
compatible with the Culture, Science and Technology (CST)
curriculum.
As you progress in the BTT Program, you may wish to take
courses that will give you a strong background to work in
the field.

COURSE EXAMPLES
MICROBIOLOGY
DATA ANALYSIS
CHEMISTRY
ADVANCED
MATHEMATICS
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WHAT
DOES
THE BTT
PROGRAM
PROVIDE?

GENETICS
COMMUNICATIONS
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY
MICROCOMPUTER
APPLICATIONS

This program offers the best
of both worlds: classroom time
learning the science, followed by
lab time to put what’s learned
into practice.

EXPERIENCE IN THE LAB
Learn how to follow laboratory protocols; collect, analyze,
and record data; report experimental results; make
detailed observations; and learn the latest laboratory
techniques.
BTT Program students learn all this, and more, receiving an
educational and practical work experience while earning
an hourly pay for laboratory components.
Laboratory skills training takes place in the summers
following successful completion of BTT coursework at the
College:

Summer – Year One
Orientation to Biomedical Technology
BTT Laboratory Practicum – 3 college credits
Summer – Year Two
12-week Internship
BTT Program training and laboratory work are provided
primarily by The Wistar Institute. Internships are
provided by Wistar, or by other academic institutions and
biotechnology or pharmaceutical companies in the region.

CONSIDERING
A CAREER IN
BIOMEDICAL
RESEARCH?
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“This program gathers people from very different backgrounds and
cultures to teach them one beautiful language: the language of
science.” Nathalia Rodríguez, BTT Class of 2013
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he BTT Program can prepare you for a variety of job opportunities in
academia and industry. Through the program, you will experience the
diversity of biomedical research and receive strong mentoring support in
top regional labs, all while gaining a deeper understanding into diseases
that range from metabolic disorders to cancers.
After successful completion of the program, you will receive a
Certificate of Completion from Wistar, your passport to a new career.

Information sessions at the College are held during
the fall and spring semesters. After attending an
information session, you will have the opportunity to apply to the program.
For entry into the BTT Program, college-level English and mathematics courses are required and must be
sucessfully completed. Additional courses are required in the following areas:
CIS 103:
CHEM 121:
BIOL 123:
ENG 101:

APPLIED COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
COLLEGE CHEMISTRY
CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Admission to the program is based on academic record, interview, and faculty recommendation.
Up to 12 fortunate students are selected each year, beginning the program in the early summer
semester.

If interested, contact the Division of Mathematics, Science, and Health Careers at 215.751.8430 or
email BTT Program academic coordinator Dr. Kristy Shuda-McGuire at kshuda@ccp.edu.

FINANCIAL AID
Community College of Philadelphia provides several types of financial assistance, including government-funded grants,
loans, and work-study, as well as scholarships.
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Jump-start
your career!

H

onored for its effectiveness and workforce
contributions, the award-winning Biomedical
Technician Training Program has prepared more than
100 promising research assistants for research lab
positions.

2002 Educational Program of the
Year—Eastern Technology Council
and PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE:

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

•
•

WHY THE
BTT PROGRAM?

BTT Program students learn cutting-edge
applications that are used in labs today.
This is valuable experience for when they
enter the workforce.

BLOCKS OF INSTRUCTION
PLASMID DNA
ISOLATION

MICROPIPETTING

GENE EXPRESSION
ANALYSIS

RNA PURIFICATION

DNA CLONING

PCR & qPCR

MACROMOLECULE
ELECTROPHORESIS

PROTEIN ISOLATION
& PURIFICATION

CELL IMAGING

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
COMMUNITY

CAREERS

UNIVERSITY CITY SCIENCE CENTER

UNIVERSITIES

SCIENCE CENTER PORT INCUBATORS

COLLEGES

THE WISTAR INSTITUTE

HOSPITALS

MORPHOTEK

BIOTECHNOLOGY COMPANIES

MILLIPORE

BIOPHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES

JANSSEN PHARMACEUTICALS

GOVERNMENT

