
On May 11, 2006, 
The Wistar Institute 
publicly announced the 
establishment of  the 
Robert and Penny 
Fox Distinguished 
Professorship.



“The Robert and Penny Fox Distinguished 
Professorship has made it possible for 
The Wistar Institute to attract the kind of  
creative, bold scientist who we know from 
experience can contribute the most to 
the fight against cancer.” 

-Russel E. Kaufman, M.D.
President and CEO of The Wistar Institute





“It gives me great 
satisfaction to see 
The Wistar Institute 
succeeding as it is now, 
to see the scientists 
flourishing and making 
the kinds of  discoveries 
that will improve human 
health in the future. 

Wistar is transforming 
itself  in fundamental 
ways to reach for new 
levels of  scientific 
preeminence, and I’m 
pleased to have the 
opportunity to play a 
part in this process.”

-Bob Fox



Bob has been a member of  Wistar’s Board of  
Trustees since 1974. He was secretary from 1974-1982, 
chairman of  the finance committee from 1975-1984, and 
served as its President between 1984 and 1994.











“He is a much sought-after board member. His 
life’s goal is to get off  (not on) boards, but he 
doesn’t seem to manage that too well.”

-Hal Davis
Wistar Trustee Emeritus 







Robert and Penny Fox are the most generous donors 
to The Wistar Institute since its founding in 1892.



“Bob Fox’s support for 
Wistar has been not only 
generous, but consistent. 
Bob has been instrumental 
in putting the Institute on 
the road to becoming a 
truly top-tier research 
organization.”

-Brian Dovey
Chair of Wistar’s Board of Trustees





Bob was the first recipient of  The Wistar Award 
in 1994. The award recognizes an individual who 
exemplifies the qualities of  compassion, integrity, 
generosity, commitment, and vision in support of  
Wistar and its goals.











“Bob Fox brings a combination of  vision, great strategic thinking, and a ‘let’s get it 
done’ attitude to Wistar. At times of  transition, Bob has provided enormous strength 
and leadership that allowed the Institute to evolve and grow into the world-class 
organization it has become. 

He becomes very involved.  It’s easy to just give money, but his involvement is intense.  
He gives generously of  his most precious commodity, which is time.” 

-Ira Brind
Wistar Trustee



Bob and Penny 
have made major 
contributions to 
Wistar in support of  
capital campaigns and 
provided generous 
funding for special 
projects, such as the 
1991 auditorium 
renovation which was 
named in honor of  
Penny’s father, Joseph N. 
Grossman, M.D.





“Bob has put his heart and soul into Wistar.”

-Ed Sickles
Wistar Trustee Emeritus



The Robert A. 
Fox Structural 
Biology Center 
at The Wistar 
Institute was 
established in 
1995 to support 
research into the 
structure and 
functions of  key 
biological 
molecules.







“Bob is very 
intellectual. 
He tries to apply 
this to golf, 
always has new 
swings, so many 
that friends had 
to number them.” 

-Hal Davis
Wistar Trustee Emeritus



Bob and Penny continue to be steadfast supporters 
of  the Albert R. Taxin Brain Tumor Research 
Center, founded in 1999 by Taxin’s widow, Doris.

















“I don’t know how he does all he does. 
Boundless energy, cuts through the 
sham and gets the work done.” 

“Penny does a lot of  good, and works 
her butt off  for many charities.”

-Ed Sickles
Wistar Trustee Emeritus



Time and again, Bob’s influence has been 
both altruistic and forward-thinking.













Bob is a person of  
intellect with many 
interests, a 
successful business 
executive, and a 
person who cares 
deeply about 
people.” 

-Kevin Tucker
Wistar Trustee





Bob and Penny share a love of  art.  

Penny is on the boards of  the Philadelphia Museum 
of  Art and the Moore College of  Art, while Bob is 
an amateur artist who has turned his boardroom 
doodles into paintings.
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“Wistar is a unique 
place. It’s like 
family, and it’s 
small enough to get 
your arms around. 
It’s not so 
big an organization 
that you can’t feel 
like what you’re 
doing is meaningful.”

- Bob Fox



Bob and Penny Fox use their ability and resources to 
make a difference in the lives of  other people.”

-Kevin Tucker
Wistar Trustee
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