
A LEADER IN RESEARCH

The Wistar Institute is an international leader in biomedical 
research with special expertise in cancer research and vaccine 

development. 

The Institute works actively to ensure research advances are aimed at 
curing disease and improving public health. Founded in 1892, it is 
the nation’s first independent nonprofit biomedical research institute. 
Wistar has long held the prestigious Cancer Center designation 
from the National Cancer Institute; its recent review by NCI 
recommended renewal of Wistar’s Cancer Center designation with a 
score of “Exceptional”—the highest possible rating. 

Collaborative “Team Science” is a hallmark strength of Wistar. This 
modern approach increases understanding of basic aspects of cell 
biology and enables Wistar to translate scientific discoveries into practical therapies. This approach has 
led to numerous Wistar-developed vaccines, which have transformed human health, and advances that 
continue to blaze new paths in cancer research. In 2014, Wistar opened the Robert and Penny Fox Tower, 
which adds 89,000 square feet of support facilities, meeting spaces, and open-design laboratories purpose-
built for team science.

The Wistar Institute Cancer Center has a history of significant advances in cancer genetics, cancer biology, 
tumor immunology, and virology. The Cancer Center merges the study of cancer biology with translational 
advances toward cancer prevention, diagnosis, and therapy. Cancer Center scientists conduct research on the 
entire spectrum of cancer biology. Their pioneering work spans from genetics and the molecular and cellular 
events that spawn cancer, to the role of the tumor microenvironment in cancer metastasis. Their research also 
targets how the human immune system can be trained to recognize and fight tumors, with the potential to 
drive immune system therapies.

CANCER CENTER

•	 Identifying the genes associated with breast, lung, and prostate cancers.
•	 Pioneering the science of monoclonal antibodies used to study the pathways and proteins 

involved in tumor development.
•	 Improving cancer treatments and diagnostic tests for disease, including a recent blood 

test for lung cancer, currently in clinical trials.

Accomplishments of the Cancer Center



MELANOMA RESEARCH CENTER
The Wistar Institute Melanoma Research Center brings together a core 
group of cancer researchers to leverage their melanoma expertise into 
partnerships with medical, pharmaceutical, government, and advocacy 
groups. The group studies the unique biology of melanoma with the goal of 
developing new therapies, diagnostic tests and preventative measures to curb 
the rising death rates from melanoma.

VACCINE CENTER
The Vaccine Center leverages the Institute’s strengths in immunology, 
virology, and other research disciplines to create and improve vaccines 
to enhance public health in the United States and around the globe. The 
Wistar Institute’s proven record of success in vaccine development includes 
the creation of the standard-of-care protections against rubella, rabies, and 
rotavirus.

The Wistar Institute Vaccine Center is now in development of a vaccine for 
HIV, which is currently on track to begin a clinical trial with the National 

Institutes of Health; influenza (a “universal” flu vaccine that will forgo the need for annual shots); 
malaria; and tuberculosis. The Center is also developing the first therapeutic vaccine against cervical 
cancer and other cancers caused by human papillomavirus (HPV).

TRAINING AND OUTREACH
Education and training are central to The Wistar Institute’s mission. In the 
past decade alone, nearly 1,000 promising researchers were trained at Wistar, 
including pre-doctoral students, postdoctoral fellows, and visiting scientists.

Providing science and cancer education to high school students and 
underserved populations in the community is a priority. Wistar’s Biomedical 
Technician Training Program prepares students for new career opportunities 
as research technicians. This program is a joint effort between Wistar and the 
Community College of Philadelphia, which combines academic course work 

with specialized hands-on training in research laboratories at Wistar and other affiliated research institutes.


