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On October 22, Kevin M. Tucker, former chair of The Wistar
Institute’s Board of Managers, was presented with The Wistar

Award at a black-tie gala (see p. 7-9). It was only the third time
that the award has been given—Robert Fox and Doris Taxin have
also been recipients—and it honored a man who has been tireless
in his devotion to Wistar. 

Kevin believes in The Wistar Institute. He knows that we live
in a revolutionary age for medical research, a time of remarkable
promise for improving human health. Under Kevin’s leadership,
we’ve recruited top talent to join our existing faculty, already one
of the best in the world. We’ve begun to revamp our laboratories

and acquire some of the new tools that are going to be required for the progress to
come. We’ve made plans for the future that will carry us forward for decades.

About two hundred years ago, the country had come through a revolution
and was just giving shape to the American experiment in democracy. Medicine
in this country was professionalizing itself for the first time, and Philadelphia
was at the heart of this revolution too. Dr. Caspar Wistar, for whom The Wistar
Institute is named, was one of the most prominent physicians and medical edu-
cators of that day. 

In 1905, one hundred years ago, the nation’s top scientific minds sat down at a
table at The Wistar Institute to discuss the next big evolutionary shift for Ameri-
can medicine. The result was that Wistar became one of the first institutions in
the country to dedicate itself to the kind of experimental science that led to antibi-
otics, vaccines, and more in the last century.

Now, in 2005, we are witnessing another profound shift in American medical
science. Rapidly expanding knowledge in genetics and molecular biology is joining
with powerful new computational and robotic tools to bring us into a time of rev-
olutionary possibility. 

Once again, Philadelphia and The Wistar Institute are uniquely positioned to
take advantage of this next revolution in American medicine. The region enjoys
one of the richest concentrations in the world of top academic medical institu-
tions, emerging biotechnology companies, and established pharmaceutical firms.
And the special role for Wistar in this time and place will be what it has always
been—to make the discoveries today that will lead to tomorrow’s cures.
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T he Wistar
Institute’s 2005
Science Jour-
nalism Award
went to writer

Stephen S. Hall for his
article “The Good Egg,”
published in Discover in
May 2004. The piece
investigates the biological
events affecting the devel-
opment of a human egg
prior to conception that
can determine the out-
come of a pregnancy, such
as whether it results in the
formation of a healthy
fetus or a miscarriage. 

Hall received his award
and cash prize of $5,000 at
a ceremony and luncheon on June 3.
An accompanying all-day media semi-
nar brought science journalists to Wis-
tar to learn about the molecular
biology of aging and attend the award
presentation. 

Now in its second year, the award
honors annually the most insightful
and enterprising reporting on the basic
biomedical sciences in print or broad-
cast journalism. It acknowledges bio-
medical research as a key force for
change in the world today, with impor-
tant economic and social implications
for the future. 

The award committee, an indepen-
dent panel of leading science journal-
ists, praised Hall for his novel
exploration of the beginnings of
human life, especially life conceived
with the assistance of reproductive
technology. 

The six members of the 2005 judg-
ing committee were: Deborah Blum
(co-chair), professor of journalism,
University of Wisconsin-Madison, a

1992 Pulitzer Prize winner; Joe Palca
(co-chair), senior science correspondent
for National Public Radio; Sue Goe-
tinck Ambrose, science writer for The
Dallas Morning News and co-winner of
the 2004 Wistar Institute Science Jour-
nalism Award; Jon Palfreman, indepen-
dent documentary film producer;
Charles Petit, freelance journalist; and
Nancy Shute, senior writer for U.S.
News & World Report. 

Local civic leaders and members of
the business community joined jour-
nalists in honoring Hall at the awards
luncheon and ceremony, which took
place in the University of Pennsylvania

Museum’s Lower Egypt
Gallery in the shadow of a
massive sphinx, the third
largest in the world.
Speakers included Wistar
president and CEO Russel
E. Kaufman, M.D., public
relations director Franklin
Hoke, and Palca of NPR.

Upon receiving his
award, Hall discussed the
importance of accurate
reporting in framing
debate on issues arising
from the intersection of
science and public policy,
such as funding for stem-
cell research.

At the media seminar,
researchers both from

Wistar and visiting from other institu-
tions presented findings on the biolog-
ical processes underlying aging and
how they may overlap with those
involved in cancer. Wistar associate
professor Harold C. Riethman, Ph.D.,
discussed how the regions at the tips of
chromosomes—the telomeres—affect
cellular aging. Professor Ronen Mar-
morstein, Ph.D., spoke about a family
of proteins called sirtuins that scientists
are evaluating for their potential in
extending the human lifespan or slow-
ing age-related diseases such as cancer. 

Guest speakers were Brad Johnson,
M.D., Ph.D., of the University of
Pennsylvania, who studies Werner’s
syndrome, a premature aging disease;
Monica Driscoll, Ph.D., of Rutgers
University, who uses the nematode 
C. elegans to investigate how to extend
the “healthspan,” the period of mid-life
vigor that precedes senescence; and 
Nir Barzilai, M.D., of Albert Einstein
College of Medicine, who heads the
Longevity Genes Project, which is
exploring the gene patterns of more
than 300 Ashkenazi Jews with an aver-
age age of 98 to look for factors that
may promote long life. 

Stephen S. Hall received the 2005 Wistar
Science Journalism Award in June.
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NOW IN ITS

SECOND YEAR,  
THE WISTAR SC IENCE

JOURNAL ISM AWARD

HONORS THE BEST

REPORT ING ON

BIOMEDICAL SC I ENCE

By Marion Wyce

WINNING WORDS
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C ancer isn’t one disease; it’s a hun-
dred diseases. That’s the common
refrain among physicians and sci-

entists trying to explain the challenge
of defeating cancer. 

Earlier this year, however, Wistar
professor Thanos Halazonetis, D.D.S.,
Ph.D., cracked a daunting scientific
puzzle to point to a shared link among
all cancers. 

In research featured on the cover of
the prestigious journal Nature on April
14, Halazonetis showed that errors in
the biochemical pathway controlled by
a gene called p53 can lead to an insta-
bility in the DNA that sets the stage
for genetic mutations to occur. In
time, these changes will accumulate
and disrupt genes more directly linked
to the full array of cancers. Problems
with p53, therefore, potentially repre-
sent the earliest warning sign yet
known of cancer developing. The
Philadelphia Inquirer reported the find-
ings on its front page.

Scientists have long known that
p53 is mutated in the majority of
human cancers, and this research indi-
cates why this might be the case. Earli-
er investigations in the Halazonetis

laboratory demonstrated that the p53
pathway has as its primary responsibili-
ty the job of sensing damaged DNA in
a cell. When such damage is detected
and cannot be repaired, the cell should
be directed either to permanently
arrest—stop replicating itself, in other
words—or undergo apoptosis, also
referred to as programmed cell death. 

When the p53 pathway is disabled,
however, the cells continue to divide
despite their damaged DNA and, in
fact, accrue additional damage along
the way. Cancer is the end result of
this process.

“We found that the p53 pathway is
activated in every cancer,” says Hala-
zonetis. “Activation of this pathway is a
universal difference between normal
and cancer cells. And this difference
can be seen from the beginnings of
cancer.”

If mutations occur in the p53 path-
way, it will remain constantly activated
but unable to do its job of halting
replication in cells with damaged DNA.

“Some of the cells will die because
they have too much DNA damage to
survive,” Halazonetis explains. “Over-
all, however, the population of these

CANCER’S
C O M M O N

D E N O M I N AT O R
I S T H E R E A N

E A R LY WA R N I N G

S I G N F O R A L L

C A N C E R S ?

by Franklin Hoke
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cells will expand. But they aren’t
healthy cells—they’re mutants. And
some will become tumors.”

The research from Halazonetis’s
laboratory pushes the scientific under-
standing of cancer forward in an
important way. Although not widely
appreciated as a disease of the genes,
cancer is always rooted in genetic
errors or problems in gene regulation.
Scientists have identified some of the
first genetic triggers for cancer as
mutations in specific oncogenes or
tumor suppressor genes. Full-blown
tumors and metastatic cancers, how-
ever, often exhibit many genetic muta-
tions, sometimes dozens in a given
tumor. An important scientific ques-
tion, and one with significant clinical
implications, has been what happens
after the initial mutation that leads to
dangerous later-stage cancers with
multiple damaged genes.

Halazonetis’s Nature study answers
this vital question. His team’s primary
observation was that an initiating
genetic error can push a cell to divide
relentlessly, leading to conditions of
DNA replication stress. This stress
leads to random errors in the DNA
duplication process—breaks in the
DNA that disrupt genes, for example.
Unless halted through the actions of
the p53 pathway, this error-generating
process leads to an accumulation of
mutant genes in the cell and, eventual-
ly, cancer. 

Another study from the Halazonetis
laboratory, published in Nature on
November 3 last year, itself represented
an important step forward and, in
many ways, anticipated his discovery
of a universal link among cancers. 
In that study, he identified the initial
sensing mechanism that activates the
p53 pathway. 

Thanos Halazonetis, D.D.S., Ph.D.

c o n t i nu e d  o n  p a ge  6
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This mechanism detects DNA
breaks, which are not highly unusual in
themselves. Radiation, toxic chemicals,
and many other environmental causes
routinely trigger DNA damage in cells,
which is promptly and properly
repaired most of the time. When the
breaks cannot be repaired, however,
and the cell becomes vulnerable to
becoming cancerous, critical backup
protection governed by the p53 protein
is supposed to kick in. This protein is

the end of the line in the p53 pathway,
the vital signaling cascade that instructs
cells with fatally damaged DNA to
cease replication or self-destruct so that
they cannot cause cancer.

Despite the crucial nature of the
p53 tumor-suppressor pathway, the
answer to a central question has evaded
researchers for years: How is the p53
pathway alerted to the presence of
DNA breaks in the cell in the first
place? If p53 lies at the end of the line
in this pathway, what protein is at the
front? In this earlier Nature study,
Halazonetis identified this sensor pro-
tein, called 53BP1, that detects DNA
breaks and activates the p53 cell-death
program.

Halazonetis’s research program has
thrived since he arrived at Wistar in
1993, coming from the global pharma-
ceutical firm Merck & Co. Inc., where

he began his inquiries into cancer
mechanisms in his spare time. He cred-
its some of Wistar’s unique characteris-
tics for supporting his basic science
successes.

“Wistar has a number of advantages
over other research institutions,” he
says. “First, it’s a small organization, so
we see quick responses to our needs as
scientists. Its location on the campus of
the University of Pennsylvania is also
an advantage because we can get out-

standing graduate students from Penn.
Wistar itself also attracts outstanding
postdoctoral fellows and scientists to its
own staff.”

Halazonetis notes too that the
recent scientific progress in his labora-
tory reflects the contributions of many
people. Those contributing to his
recent Nature studies include staff sci-
entist Elena Stavridi, Ph.D. (also his
wife), and Penn graduate students Rich
DiTullio, Yentram Huyen, Tom Petty,
Monica Venere, and Omar Zgheib. 

“Other Wistar investigators have also
been crucial to the development of our
work,” he adds. Among those at Wistar
with whom he exchanges ideas most
often, he says, are Hilary Koprowski
Professor Shelley L. Berger, Ph.D., a
yeast geneticist; professor Meenhard
Herlyn, D.V.M., a melanoma expert;
professor and chair of the Gene Expres-

sion and Regulation program Frank J.
Rauscher III, Ph.D., a cancer geneticist;
professor David W. Speicher, Ph.D., a
systems biologist and proteomics
researcher; and professor Ramin
Shiekhattar, Ph.D., who studies biologi-
cal macromolecular complexes.

Although born in Bristol, England,
Halazonetis has his roots in Greece,
where he studied dentistry at the Uni-
versity of Athens, earning his D.D.S.
degree in 1982. He pursued specialized

training in dentistry at Tufts University
in Boston before moving to Harvard
University, where he earned his Ph.D.
in genetics in 1989. After several years
as a research fellow with Merck, he
moved to The Wistar Institute in 1993.

Halazonetis continues to pursue
deeper fundamental insights into the
genetics of cancer. But he also has his
eye on ways that his discoveries might
inform new diagnostic tools and treat-
ments for cancer. One possible
approach to developing a new anti-can-
cer therapy, for example, might be to
inhibit that first sentinel protein in the
p53 pathway, 53BP1.

“If that protein were inhibited,”
Halazonetis explains, “tumor cells
would not know they had DNA dam-
age, would not attempt to repair it, and
would eventually die from the accumu-
lated damage.”

EA R L I E R  T H I S  Y E A R ,  T H A N O S

H A L A Z O N E T I S  C R A C K E D  A  D A U N T I N G

S C I E N T I F I C  P U Z Z L E  T O  P O I N T  T O  A

S H A R E D  L I N K  A M O N G  A L L  C A N C E R S .



by Franklin Hoke

F
ormer Wistar Board of
Managers chair Kevin M.
Tucker was honored with
The Wistar Award at a
black-tie gala hosted by
The Wistar Institute on
Saturday, October 22, at

the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the
Bellevue. The award recognized Tucker
for his distinguished contributions to
the community through his work in
public service as well as his philanthrop-
ic and volunteer efforts.

More than 300 family members,
friends, and supporters of Wistar
attended the event, which raised over
$100,000 for cancer research at Wistar.
Among those present were Tucker’s wife
Judy, his mother Catherine, his siblings
Ed, Kathleen, and identical twin John,
his son Kevin and daughter-in-law
Katherine, daughter Christine and son-
in-law Brian, and grandchildren Sarah,
Andrew, and Caroline.

“This evening, we will pay tribute to
a man who so richly deserves the
respect and admiration of each of us,
Mr. Kevin Tucker,” said Adele K. Shaef-
fer, Board member and chair of the
Gala Committee, to begin the evening’s
program. In her remarks, she also
praised Tucker’s “fine character and
deep caring for others.”

Russel E. Kaufman, M.D., Wistar’s
president and CEO, outlined two cen-

turies of Wistar contributions to public
health and then observed that “we are
really at the edge of making an even
greater advance in medicine, and all of
us are very optimistic and excited about
this. To do this, we need the human
capital, we need the scientists, we need
the ideas, we need the equipment,
[and] we need a facility that is modern
and current. 

“All of these things are being put in
place at The Wistar Institute, in large
part … because we have a tremendous
Board. And for the last ten years, that
Board has been led by Kevin Tucker.”
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H O N O R I N G
a Life of Service:

K E V I N  M .  T U C K E R  R E C E I V E S
T H E  W I S TA R  AWA R D

T he  W i s t a r  Aw a rd
p r e s e n t a t i o n :  R o b e r t
A .  Fox ,  Cha i r  and  CEO
o f  R . A . F.  I ndu s t r i e s ;
Ke v i n  M .  Tu c ke r ;  a nd
R u s s e l  E .  Ka u f ma n ,
M . D . ,  P r e s i de n t  a nd
C E O  o f  T he  W i s t a r
I n s t i t u t e .  F ox ,  a
p a s t  r e c i p i e n t   o f
t he  a w a rd  h i ms e l f ,
l a ude d  Tuc ke r ’ s  ma ny
a c c o m p l i s h me n t s  a s
B o a rd  c h a i r. c o n t i nu e d  o n   p a ge  8

P H O T O G R A P H S  B Y  S T U A R T  W A T S O N



Board member and former president
Robert A. Fox, himself a past recipient
of The Wistar Award, noted that under
Tucker’s guidance the Institute success-
fully recruited Kaufman as its new pres-
ident, moved to expand and refocus its
scientific faculty, and made plans to
renew its aging facility. Fox observed
that Tucker’s many personal and profes-
sional accomplishments have been dri-
ven by “passion, leadership, and a
willingness to take the risks necessary to
change the lives of those who are not so
fortunate.”

In a tribute video screened at the
gala, Board member Helen P. Pudlin,
Esq., recalled being hired by Tucker as
senior vice president and general coun-
sel at PNC and her subsequent profes-
sional experience with him.

“He modeled integrity and the high-
est ethical standards,” Pudlin said. “He
taught me about leadership. He taught
me to stand up for what I believe in
and speak out for what I believe in, as
he did.”

In the same video, Frank J. Rauscher
III, Ph.D., deputy director of the Wis-
tar Cancer Center and professor and
leader of the Gene Expression and Reg-
ulation Program, spoke to Tucker’s
effectiveness as chair of Wistar’s Board.8
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Ronald Rubin, PREIT Chairman and CEO;
Stephen Steinour, President of Citizens
Financial Group, Inc.; and John Binswanger,
Chairman of Binswanger

WPVI-6ABC’s Monica Malpass; Bill Mills,
President of PNC Bank in Pennsylvania and
New Jersey; Kevin M. and Judy Tucker

Guests Bob and Elizabeth Meyer, and Chuck
and Judy Meyer

The Tucker Family: Brian and Christine Boyle
with children Sarah and Andrew; Judy and
Kevin M. Tucker; and Kevin and Katherine
Tucker with daughter Caroline.



“He’s energized the Board, he’s led a
highly successful recruitment for a new
director, [and] he’s … fostered the cre-
ation of a long-term plan for the Wis-
tar,” Rauscher said. “And we have now,
based on that plan, recruited eight
junior faculty, and those junior scien-
tists are the lifeblood of research at the
Wistar.”

When his turn at the podium came,
Tucker used his time to talk about great
things to come in cancer research at
The Wistar Institute, an organization to
which he has devoted so much of his
energies over the past decade and more.

“I’ve never been so enthusiastic and
so excited about the future of cancer
research,” Tucker said. “We have a
tremendous team of scientists, …
strong leadership, initiative, and high
levels of expertise. I believe [by] the end
of this decade … there are going to be
wonderful achievements in terms of
The Wistar Institute creating the medi-
cines of tomorrow. And I think you’re
going to be very proud that you were
here [to] support this Institute. It’s
going to make a difference.”

A member of the Board for more
than 12 years, Tucker served as chair
from 1998 until earlier this year. As
several speakers at the gala noted, dur-
ing Tucker’s tenure as chair the Board
recruited a new president, approved a
new strategic plan that calls for expan-
sion of the Institute’s faculty and
renewal of its facility, and made
remarkable strides in fundraising and
board development.

Tucker’s career in public service
included several high-profile positions
in law enforcement. As a member of
the U.S. Secret Service, he was
assigned to First Lady Jacqueline
Kennedy and her children following
the President’s assassination. He later
became Special Agent-in-Charge of
Philadelphia, overseeing three offices

in the tri-state region. In 1986, Tucker
became Police Commissioner for the
City of Philadelphia. During his
tenure, Tucker created a special task
force charged with studying the role of
the Police Department in the commu-
nity, which led to the establishment of
community policing and other key
innovations.

In the private sector, Tucker served
as a senior vice president of PNC Bank,
where he was responsible for adminis-
tration, legal counsel, human resources,
procurement, real estate operation, and
compliance.

Tucker founded the Corporate
Alliance for Drug Education (CADE),
a unique collaboration between the pri-
vate and public sectors to tackle the
problem of substance abuse. CADE has
taught about 250,000 children in the
Philadelphia area and received the pres-

tigious Xerox Award for its drug educa-
tion programs.

In addition to his work with The
Wistar Institute and CADE, Tucker has
lent his talents to a number of other
civic and community organizations,
including INROADS, Inc., the
Philadelphia Council of the Boy Scouts
of America, the Police Athletic League,

the Sunday Breakfast Club, and the
Variety Club.

Four former and current PNC Bank
presidents were in attendance at the
gala:  Richard Smoot, Roger Hillas,
Robert Chappell, and William Mills.
Also at the gathering was Brother Mau-
rus O’Malley, Tucker’s primary school
principal. 

Members of the Honorary Commit-
tee for the 2005 Wistar Gala were: Sam
Donaldson, General H. Norman
Schwarzkopf, The Honorable Rick San-
torum, The Honorable Arlen Specter,
and Philadelphia Mayor John F. Street.
The Gala Committee was chaired by
Adele K. Schaeffer and included mem-
bers Robert A. Fox, H. Lewis Klein,
Helen P. Pudlin, Esq., Roy Shapiro,
Edward Sickles, and Doris R. Taxin,
also a past recipient of The Wistar
Award. 9
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Adele K. Schaeffer, Chair of The Wistar Gala Committee;  Wistar president and 
CEO Russel E. Kaufman, M.D.; Kevin M. Tucker; Doris Taxin; and Robert A. Fox

Ronald and Marcia Rubin

U N D E R  T U C K E R ’ S G U I D A N C E
t h e  I n s t i t u t e  r e c r u i t e d  i t s  n e w  p r e s i d e n t ,
m o v e d  t o  e x p a n d  i t s  f a c u l t y,  a n d  m a d e
p l a n s  t o  r e n e w  i t s  f a c i l i t y .
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The award was created in 2004 to
recognize public figures who have not
only confronted cancer but also gone
on to advocate for cancer research and
education programs. Gen.
Schwarzkopf was diagnosed with
prostate cancer in March 1994, and his
prostate was removed. Since then, he
has become a national spokesperson
for prostate cancer awareness. 

One of his key messages is the
importance of overcoming the atti-
tudes of avoidance and denial that
many men have about prostate health.
In accepting the award, Gen.
Schwarzkopf spoke about how he
became a public face of the disease and
took it upon himself to break the
silence that often surrounds this cancer.
When the staff at Walter Reed Medical

Center, where he was treated, asked
what the media and public should be
told about his hospitalization, assum-
ing that he wouldn’t want his diagnosis
made known, Gen. Schwarzkopf insist-
ed they reveal the truth. “I said, ‘Why
not? I have it, now, by God, maybe
some good can come of it. Tell them I
have prostate cancer.”

He noted that he was fortunate to
have a highly curable cancer but that

AWA R D H O N O R S C A N C E R S U R V I V O R S

F O R R E S E A R C H A D V O C A C Y

By Marion Wyce

GENERAL  H.  NORMAN  
SCHWARZKOPF RECEIVES  

PRESIDENT’S  AWARD

R etired General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, a

prostate cancer survivor, accepted the second annual

Wistar Institute President’s Award on May 4 at the

President’s Luncheon, held at the Institute for Wistar’s

most generous donors. 

Top: Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf received
the second annual Wistar Institute Presi-
dent’s Award for his support of prostate
cancer research.

Middle: Gen. Schwarzkopf speaks with Wis-
tar President’s Society members Monica
and Tom Teesdale. 

Bottom: Wistar Board of Managers member
Bob Blank with the General. 
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others face deadlier forms of the dis-
ease. He spoke movingly of the hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans who
will die this year of cancer, noting that
more than 570,000 cancer deaths will
occur in the U.S. alone in 2005. 

“Why is that number so important
to me?” he said. “My entire command
in Desert Shield and Desert Storm was
541,000, which means that, if it was
in my command, every single soldier
would have died of cancer.” 

He told Wistar scientists that they
are the “front-line troops” in the battle
against cancer, and that he hopes for
the day when doctors can tell their
patients, “‘You have cancer, and you’re
going to be fine.’”

Gen. Schwarzkopf is perhaps best
known for his service as Commander
in Chief, United States Central Com-
mand, and Commander of Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm. In
the latter capacity, he coordinated the
efforts of all Allied forces from Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, from August 1990, soon
after Iraq invaded Kuwait, until
August 1991, when he retired from
military service. 

Speakers at the awards luncheon
included Wistar president and CEO
Russel E. Kaufman, M.D., and Board
of Managers chair Brian H. Dovey.
The award presented to Gen.
Schwarzkopf was a small spiral flame
of hand-blown glass crafted by artisan
Simon Pearce with an inscription
acknowledging him as a “champion for
cancer research.” He also received a
white lab coat embroidered with his
name and “The Wistar Institute,”
which he wore while touring the labo-
ratory of professor David W. Speicher,
Ph.D., and the microscopy facility
managed by James E. Hayden.  

Philadelphia TV stations WPVI-
TV6 (ABC) and WCAU-TV10
(NBC) aired stories about the general’s
visit to Wistar and acceptance of the
award. 

Top: Gen. Schwarzkopf receives his award from Wistar president and CEO Russel E.
Kaufman, M.D. (left) and Board of Managers chair Brian H. Dovey. 

Bottom: The General tours the microscopy facility as manager James E. Hayden, seated,
explains his work. 

P H O T O G R A P H S  B Y  S T U A R T  W A T S O N

Gen. Schwarzkopf told Wistar scientists 

that they are the “front-line troops” 

in the battle against cancer.
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I
n head-to-head competition
with top research universities
and organizations worldwide,
The Wistar Institute contin-
ues to successfully recruit
some of the most talented

young investigators to join its faculty of
established researchers. The three young
scientists profiled here join Anthony
Capobianco, Ph.D., Nadia Dahmane,
Ph.D., and Wolfgang Weninger, M.D.,
recently introduced in these pages, and
Qihong Huang, M.D., Ph.D., and
Susan Janicki, Ph.D. who will be fea-
tured in the next issue of Focus.

Joseph Kissil, Ph.D., has joined
the Molecular and Cellular Oncogene-
sis Program and the Albert R. Taxin
Brain Tumor Research Center as an
assistant professor. His work aims to
better understand certain aspects of cel-
lular communication. 

Cells in the body communicate con-
stantly with each other to control
important biological processes, and
breakdowns in these communications
can lead to cancer and other diseases.
Messages are sent between cells in the
form of small signaling molecules that,
once received, trigger cascades of fur-
ther messages within a recipient cell.
These cascades may be linear pathways
or, more often, complex webs of inter-
nal communication, and a good deal of
biochemical crosstalk between the
pathways is common.

To understand the activity of a sig-
naling molecule, researchers often
introduce large quantities of the mole-
cule into a living system and then ana-
lyze the effects. Kissil believes this
approach may not be ideal.

“Within the cell are elaborate net-
works of signaling pathways with lots of
crosstalk among them,” Kissil says. “It’s
all very finely tuned, and when you
introduce in a single component in
vastly exaggerated quantities, you throw
the whole system out of balance.”

Instead, his strategy is to develop
ways to study signaling molecules
under more normal circumstances,
whether in animals, cell cultures, or at
the biochemical level. 

Prior to joining Wistar, Kissil was a
postdoctoral fellow at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, where he
worked on a mouse model for lung
cancer that closely mimics the human
disease. At Wistar, he will continue to

work with this model to explore the
signaling pathways that, when dis-
turbed, appear to be crucial in the
inception of disease.

Kissil is also investigating neurofi-
bromatosis type 2, or NF2, a relatively
rare disease linked to the development
of tumors of the schwann cells of the
eighth cranial nerve. These tumors
develop around the auditory nerve and
can have a serious impact on the brain. 

Both diseases involve disrupted sig-
naling pathways. Kissil’s aim is to iden-
tify the points in these pathways that go
wrong in disease to identify potential
targets for therapeutic interventions. 

Carlo C. Maley, Ph.D., has joined
the Molecular and Cellular Oncogene-
sis Program in the Systems Biology
Division as an assistant professor. Maley
is combining evolutionary biology and
ecology theories with the tools of com-
putational biology, molecular biology,
and genetics in an effort to better
understand the problem of cancer.

“One reason cancer is so difficult to
treat is that cancer cells evolve by nat-
ural selection,” Maley says. “Therapies
tend to kill the susceptible cells but
leave the resistant ones to flourish. So
evolution lies at the heart of cancer
progression, and it explains why we
have trouble curing it. We would like
to better understand this process so
that we can learn to modulate the evo-
lution of tumor cells to prevent cancer
and its relapse.”

Tumors consist of populations of
mutant cells that are not all identical to
each other, and new mutations are con-
stantly arising in individual members
of the population, thus increasing

We l c om i ng  t he  Nex t  Wa v e
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diversity. In the process, some cells will
acquire mutations that give them a
competitive advantage over their neigh-
bors. These cells will then outcompete
their neighbors and come to dominate
the tumor.

Prior to his arrival at Wistar, Maley
was a staff scientist at the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in
Seattle, Washington. There he applied
evolutionary theory to the study of
cancer progression in a condition called
Barrett’s esophagus, a precancerous
condition that sometimes becomes
cancerous. A strategy of watchful wait-
ing with regular biopsies is generally
used with Barrett’s esophagus patients,
so as not to subject them to potentially
risky surgery unnecessarily.

Working with multiple biopsies
from the same patients, Maley was able
to measure genetic diversity in the tis-
sues, some of which developed into
cancers, some of which did not. What
he observed was that those tumors

with the greatest genetic diversity also
had the most chance of becoming can-
cerous. 

At Wistar, Maley plans to use com-
puter models of the competitive
dynamics within precancerous tumors
to derive different evolutionary strate-
gies for slowing or even halting cancer
progression. In laboratory cell cultures,
he will then test these hypotheses to see
which hold the most clinical promise.

E. John Wherry, Ph.D., has joined
the Immunology Program as an assis-
tant professor. He comes to Wistar
from Emory University, where he was a
postdoctoral fellow. Wherry studies the
interplay between chronic viral infec-
tion and immune system response.

The immune system contains a
reservoir of T cells generated during
development that stands poised to
respond to infection or stimulation by
a vaccine. Often a very small number
of these T cells are specific for a partic-
ular virus. When these T cells recog-
nize the virus, they become activated,
dramatically change their pattern of
gene expression, and expand greatly in
number to kill off the virus. 

Once the T cells that have become
activated and have expanded in num-
ber—called effector T cells—have
killed off the virus, the majority of
them die off. But about five to 10 per-
cent remain and continue to differenti-
ate. Their gene expression patterns
change, and they acquire the capacity
to self-renew and maintain themselves
as a stable population for decades.
These are called memory T cells, and
they respond much faster to infections
than T cells that have never before con-
fronted the virus. 

In chronic infections, the initial T
cell response may begin normally, but
sometime during the infection, defects
arise in the ability of T cells to perform
their antiviral functions. They have
diminished capability to create antiviral

proteins, and they don’t undergo rapid
and robust proliferation.  

Using mouse cells, Wherry has taken
dysfunctional T cells and studied their
gene expression patterns, comparing
them to well-functioning effector T
cells and memory T cells. “We were
looking to see whether there are genes
that define a protective memory cell
that are absent during chronic infec-
tion,” Wherry says. His group found
that there were hundreds of genes with
different expression patterns during
chronic infection versus acute infection. 

For some of the dysfunctional T
cells, there were inhibitory factors
affecting them. The observation has
important implications for developing
therapeutics, Wherry says, because it
suggests that if the negative signals
could be alleviated, at least some
antiviral function might be restored to
the cells.
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Cancer  Gene MYC
Linked to
Metastasis

The cancer gene MYC is
among the most com-

monly overexpressed onco-
genes. Most human cancers,
including those of the
breast, ovaries, lung,
prostate, and skin, as well as
leukemias and lymphomas,
demonstrate high levels of
MYC or its biological
partners. MYC is a regu-
lator of other genes—a
transcription factor—
and scientists have been
working for more than
two decades to identify
its target genes in order
to understand how MYC
causes so many cancers.

Now, Wistar scientists
have shown that MYC
activates a gene called
MTA1, which has been
demonstrated by other
researchers to regulate
metastasis in a variety of
cancers. While
researchers have been
exploring the possibility of
blocking MTA1 to prevent
metastasis, it was not previ-
ously known how MTA1
becomes activated in the
first place. Their findings
add to the emerging picture
of MYC’s role in cancer
development and progres-
sion and identify the path-
way linking MYC and
MTA1 as an area for further
exploration into the genetics
of metastasis. The study
appeared in Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sci-
ences in September.

“We and others have
been working to understand
what genes MYC turns on
to cause malignant transfor-

mation,” said Wistar associ-
ate professor Steven B.
McMahon, Ph.D., senior
author of the study.
“Understanding metastasis
is critical because patients
rarely die of primary
tumors; metastasis usually
causes cancer deaths. Now,
we have linked the well-
known oncogene MYC to
this target gene, MTA1, a
key regulator of metastasis.

Most importantly, if we
block MYC’s ability to turn
on MTA1, we block tumor
formation. This is critical
because it identifies a point
in the metastasis pathway
that can be targeted thera-
peutically.”

Like the MYC cancer
gene, MTA1 has been
shown to play a role in a
wide range of cancers,
including breast and lung
cancers and lymphomas.
With the help of Wistar’s
genomics facility headed by
associate professor Louise C.
Showe, Ph.D., McMahon
and his colleagues sifted
through nearly 10,000
genes before identifying

MTA1 as a MYC target.
Why MYC’s activation

of MTA1 leads to metastasis
remains an unanswered
question. In spite of the
work still to be done, the
first generation of drugs
that inhibit MTA1 and its
partners is already being
developed, and McMahon’s
study may inform this
work. McMahon’s labora-
tory at Wistar continues to

study other target
genes of MYC in
order to elucidate
more fully how this
oncogene acts in
such a wide range
of cancers.

The lead author
of the study was
Xiao-yong Zhang,
Ph.D., a postdoc-
toral fellow in
McMahon’s Wistar
laboratory. Other
Wistar co-authors
include associate
professor Anthony
J. Capobianco,
Ph.D., postdoctoral

fellow Lauren DeSalle,
Ph.D., and graduate stu-
dent Jagruti H. Patel. Senior
author McMahon is an
associate professor in Wis-
tar’s Gene Expression and
Regulation Program. Co-
authors at the University of
Pennsylvania School of Vet-
erinary Medicine were
Andrei Thomas-Tikho-
nenko, Ph.D., and Duonan
Yu, M.D., Ph.D.

Funding for the work
was provided by the
National Institutes of
Health and the Common-
wealth Universal Research
Enhancement Program of
the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health.

Bui lding Better
Therapeutic
Vaccines

In recent years, researchers
have become increasingly

interested in developing
therapeutic vaccines. Most
Americans are familiar with
prophylactic, or preventive
vaccines, which protect an
individual from infections;
examples include the com-
mon pediatric vaccines as
well as the flu shot. But
therapeutic vaccines are
designed instead to be
administered to patients
who have already acquired
chronic infections, such as
HIV or hepatitis. These
therapeutic vaccines aim to
enhance the immune sys-
tem’s ability to combat an
infectious agent, such as a
virus. Researchers are also
developing therapeutic vac-
cines to treat a variety of
cancers.

So far, many experimen-
tal therapeutic vaccines have
fallen short of expectations.
In July, scientists at The
Wistar Institute and Emory
University reported details
about what may prevent the
immune system from
responding effectively to a
therapeutic vaccine during a
state of chronic infection.
Their findings offer clues to
how scientists might alter
therapeutic vaccination
approaches to make the
immune system respond
better to them. The research
was published in the Journal
of Virology.

“In this study, we want-
ed to look at why thera-
peutic vaccines are
generally less effective than
prophylactic vaccines,” said
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E. John Wherry, Ph.D.,
assistant professor in Wis-
tar’s Immunology Program
and lead author of the
study. Wherry conducted
the research as a postdoc-
toral fellow in the Emory
University laboratory of
Rafi Ahmed, Ph.D., before
joining Wistar in 2005.
“What we found was that
the T cells in the chronical-
ly infected mice responded
poorly to the vaccine.”

Specifically, Wherry says,
the T cells failed to prolifer-
ate, or expand in number.
This failure seemed to cor-
relate with a high viral load,
which suggests several direc-

tions researchers might pur-
sue in improving response
to therapeutic vaccines.

“The ongoing stimulus
to the immune system that
occurs in chronic infection
seems to prevent the
immune cells from respond-
ing optimally to a therapeu-
tic vaccine,” Wherry says.
“If we could lower viral load
before therapeutic vaccina-
tion, we might be able to
improve efficacy.”                  

The next step for the
research, Wherry says, will
be to combine therapeutic
vaccines with other modali-
ties that either lower viral
load or enhance T cell func-

tion, particularly the prolif-
erative capacity of T cells. 

Wherry’s group at Wistar
is continuing to work on
understanding at a funda-
mental level why the T cell
proliferation is poor when a
therapeutic vaccine is
administered during a state
of chronic infection. He is
also planning to compare
the immune response using
different therapeutic vaccine
platforms. While Wherry’s
primary interest is in chron-
ic infection, he notes that
research in this area should
inform the design of better
therapeutic cancer vaccines
as well because many of the

deficiencies in immune
response are similar whether
the antigen confronting the
immune system is a virus or
a tumor.

In addition to Wherry
and Ahmed, the other co-
author of the paper is
Joseph N. Blattman, Ph.D.,
of the Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center. 

Funding for the work
was provided by the
National Institutes of
Health and the Cancer
Research Institute.

C O R P O R A T E
G R A N T S
DEB SHOPS,  INC.
The Wistar Institute, biomedical
research, $1,000.

GLAXOSMITHKLINE COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
The Wistar Institute, Summer High
School Fellows, $9,640.

QUAKER CHEMICAL FOUNDATION
The Wistar Institute, seminar series,
$1,000.

WAWA INC.  
Nadia Dahmane, Ph.D., medul-
loblastoma research, $10,000. 

F O U N D A T I O N
G R A N T S
ARCADIA FOUNDATION
Wolfgang Weninger, M.D., general
support, $25,000.

MORRIS S.  BENDER AND
FLORENCE H.  BENDER
FOUNDATION
The Wistar Institute, biomedical
research, $5,000.

THE CAMPBELL FOUNDATION
Luis J. Montaner, D.V.M, D.Phil., “A
Mouse Model to Test the Efficacy of
HIV-1 Vaccines,” $82,098.

CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Angelica Santos, Ph.D., laboratory
of Ellen Puré, Ph.D., postdoctoral
training fellowship, three-year grant
of $130,500.

LEUKEMIA & LYMPHOMA SOCIETY
Zhong Deng, Ph.D., laboratory of
Paul M. Lieberman, Ph.D., “Charac-
terization of OriP-associated proteins
during Epstein-Barr Virus Latency,”
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Scholar award, three-year grant of
$165,000.

LUPUS FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
Cristina Cozzo Picca, laboratory of
Andrew J. Caton, Ph.D., “Regulatory
T Cell Function in the Thymus,” sum-
mer student award of $1,500.

MAX KADE FOUNDATION
Wolfgang Weninger, M.D., to sup-
port a postdoctoral fellow, $20,250.

THE EDWARD MALLINCKRODT JR.
FOUNDATION
Susan Janicki, Ph.D., to support the
purchase of a live-cell microscope,
$51,200.

THE G.  HAROLD AND LEILA Y.
MATHERS CHARITABLE
FOUNDATION
Ellen Heber-Katz, regeneration
research, $95,622.
Ramin Shiekhattar, Ph.D., “Analysis
of Ago-2 Containing Complexes,”
$500,000.

SIDNEY R.  ROSENAU
FOUNDATION
The Wistar Institute, biomedical
research, $1,000.

THE SCHOLLER FOUNDATION
Nadia Dahmane, Ph.D., for the pur-
chase of scientific equipment for
brain tumor research, $10,000.

SIBLEY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
Andrew J. Caton, Ph.D., research on
a new model of rheumatoid arthritis,
$300,000.

THE W.W. SMITH FOUNDATION
Nadia Dahmane, Ph.D., medul-
loblastoma research, $160,000.

THE V FOUNDATION
Nadia Dahmane, Ph.D., medul-
loblastoma research, $100,000.

G O V E R N M E N T
G R A N T S
CABIG/BOOZ ALLEN HAMILTON
Harold Riethman, Ph.D., “GoMiner
Adopter Project,” $62,478; “Func-
tionExpress Adopter Project,”
$63,136; “TrAPSS Project,” $62,434;
“HapMap Project,” $62,475.
Louise Showe, Ph.D., “DWD
Adopter Project,” $81,221; “caArray
Adopter Project,” $81,913; “VISDA
Project,” $91,270.

COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA
Ellen Heber-Katz, Ph.D., “Induction
& Growth of Mammary Tumors in a
Regeneration-Permissive Host, the
MRL Mouse,” one-year grant of
$35,000.

NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE
Carlo C. Maley, Ph.D., “Evolutionary
Dynamics Of Barrett’s Esophagus
Neoplasia,” research scientist devel-
opment award, transfer grant of
$158,490.

Meenhard Herlyn, D.V.M., “Human
Melanoma — Etiology, Progression
and Therapy,” five-year program-
project grant of $6.83 million. 

Elena S. Stavridi, Ph.D., “Structure
of Mitotic Checkpoints,” research sci-
entist development award, five-year
grant of $719,665.

NATIONAL HEART,  LUNG, AND
BLOOD INSTITUTE
Hildegund C.J. Ertl, M.D., “Immune
Responses to AAV-Mediated FIX
Gene Transfer,” five-year program-
project grant of $8.47 million.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
ALLERGY AND INFECTIOUS
DISEASES
Walter Gerhard, M.D., “M2-Based
Influenza Type A Virus Vaccine,” 
four-year grant of $1.3 million. 

Luis J. Montaner, D.V.M., D.Phil.,
“Antiviral Activity of Peg-IFN Alpha in
Chronic HIV-1,” five-year grant of
$2.88 million. 

Luis J. Montaner, D.V.M., D.Phil.,
“Pediatric Immune Correlates of Early
Anti-HIV Therapy,” five-year grant of
$2.95 million. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
DENTAL & CRANIOFACIAL
RESEARCH
Paul M. Lieberman, Ph.D., “Chro-
matin Regulation of the Epstein-Barr
Virus Latency,” three-year grant of
$808,624.

Information on Wistar technologies
available for licensing can be
found at www.wistar.org under
“Technology Transfer.”

N e w  G r a n t  A w a r d s

The Wistar Institute and its scientists continue to compete successfully for grants to support research and programs. Below is a list of recent awards.



Dovey Named 
Board Chair

A t its March meeting,
the Wistar Board of

Managers elected Brian H.
Dovey as its new chair. He
succeeds Kevin M. Tucker,
who chaired the Board from
1998 through the beginning
of 2005. (See the article on
p. 7-9 for details about the
Wistar Gala honoring out-
going chair Tucker.) 

Dovey has been a mem-
ber of Wistar’s Board since
1998 and chaired the Insti-
tute’s Strategic Planning
Committee in 2004. The
committee spearheaded the
creation of a new strategic
plan for Wistar, which was
unanimously approved in
December 2004.

Since 1988, Dovey has
been a general partner of
Domain Associates, a ven-
ture capital firm with an
exclusive focus on the life
sciences. The firm has
offices in Princeton, NJ,
and  Laguna Niguel, CA.
During his time at Domain,
Mr. Dovey has served as
Chairman of Athena Neu-
rosciences, Creative BioMol-
ecules, and Univax
Biologics, and as a member
of the boards of some 30
additional companies. 

Prior to joining Domain
Associates, Mr. Dovey spent
six years at Rorer Group,
now Aventis, the last two as
President. Previously, Mr.
Dovey was President of Sur-
vival Technology, a start-up
medical products company
that became a leader in
emergency treatment of
heart attacks. He has also
held management positions
with Howmedica, Howmet

Corporation, and New York
Telephone. Mr. Dovey has
served as both President and
Chairman of the National
Venture Capital Association. 

In addition to his new
position as Chair of Wistar’s
Board of Managers, he is
also on the Board of Trustees
of the Burnham Institute,
another leader in preclinical
biomedical research in the
non-profit sector. Mr. Dovey
also serves on the Board of
Directors of the Kauffman
Fellows Program at the Cen-
ter for Venture Education.
He is Trustee Emeritus of
Germantown Academy and
a former Trustee of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania
School of Nursing. He is
also a former Board Member
of the Advanced Medical
Technology Association and
the Consumer Healthcare
Products Association.

Pavi l ion Opening

The Institute’s new con-
ference center pavilion

opened with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on August
30. The pavilion now houses
Wistar’s dining facilities and
provides space for meetings,
receptions, and other special
events. Wistar staff and
friends contributed more
than $125,000 to the con-
struction of the pavilion.
Vendors who supported the
pavilion project include Air-
gas, Allentown Caging, Fish-
er Scientific, Invitrogen, and
Market Street Stationers. 

Students  in  
the Lab

Again this summer,
Philadelphia public

high school students worked
in Wistar labs on research

projects under the guidance
of a scientist through the
Institute’s Summer Research
Fellowship Program. In
2005, longtime sponsor The
Hassel Foundation was
joined by new sponsor
GlaxoSmithKline. Jeffrey
Crane, Walter Griffin, Bian-
ca Lec (all from J.R. Master-
man High School) and
Pranvera Mucaj (Central
High School) were named
the first GSK Summer Fel-
lows. Michael Kuncio (J.R.
Masterman High School),
Brian Laidlaw, and Davesh
Shah (both of George
Washington High School)
were supported by The Has-
sel Foundation, which has
sponsored Wistar’s high
school educational outreach
program for 12 years. 

Rubella Eradicated 
in the U.S .

Centers for Disease Con-
trol head Julie Gerberd-

ing, M.D., declared the viral
disease rubella eradicated in
the U.S. in March. She
credited the rubella vaccine
developed at Wistar in the
1960s by Stanley Plotkin,
M.D., for this achievement. 

Plotkin began work on
the vaccine after rubella
swept across the U.S. and
Europe in 1963 and 1964,
leaving about 12,000 infants
born deaf or deaf and blind.
In 1969, the vaccine devel-
oped by Plotkin and his co-
workers was introduced for
use by physicians, marking
the beginning of the end for
the virus in the U.S.

Public health officials
note, however, that some
100,000 infants around the
world are born each year
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Mamie Brown and Wistar president and CEO Russel E. Kaufman, M.D.,
cut the ribbon at the ceremonial opening of Wistar’s new pavilion. 

Brian H. Dovey



with birth defects traceable
to maternal rubella infec-
tions. 

Plotkin, who is emeritus
professor of virology at Wis-
tar, was elected to the Insti-
tute of Medicine of the
National Academies in
October. He was an active
member of Wistar from
1960 to 1991. Today, in
addition to his appointment
at Wistar, he is emeritus
professor of pediatrics at the
University of Pennsylvania
and an advisor to vaccine
developer Sanofi Pasteur. 

Fundraiser  
at  St i letto

Sue Golden of the Rit-
tenhouse boutique shoe

store Stiletto hosted a

fundraiser event in support
of Wistar, “Saving Lives is
Always in Fashion,” on
March 19.  The event fea-
tured designer shoes and
accessories from Stiletto as
well as chic clothing from
Pileggi Boutique and jewel-
ry from Craig Drake. Pro-
ceeds from that evening’s
sales and a contribution
from J. S. Cleaning Services
totaled more than $1,000 to
support Wistar biomedical
research. Stolichnaya vodka
provided cocktails for the
evening. At press time,
Golden was scheduled to
host another fundraiser for
Wistar in November.
For details about future
fundraisers for the Institute,
call Wistar Development at
215-898-3930. 

Kritchevsky
Symposium

On May 18, Wistar host-
ed a research sympo-

sium on diet and its role in
cancer and heart disease in
honor of David Kritchevsky,
Ph.D., for his more than six
decades of research in this
area. Kritchevsky has been
associated with Wistar since
1957 and is currently the
Caspar Wistar Scholar at
the Institute. He is professor
emeritus at the University of
Pennsylvania, where he was
also chair of the graduate
group in Molecular Biology
for 12 years. After the talks,
Kritchevsky entertained
attendees with renditions of
his own “Songs to Do
Research By” at a reception,
including “If I Had a Big
Grant,” to the tune of “If I
Was a Rich Man” from Fid-
dler on the Roof.  

Authors  Ser ies

W istar’s 2005 authors
series continued this

fall with a visit from vaccine
expert Paul Offit, M.D., of
Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia. On October

20, Offit spoke about his
new book, The Cutter Inci-
dent: How America’s First
Polio Vaccine Led to the
Growing Vaccine Crisis. The
book describes how a conta-
minated batch of polio vac-
cine infected thousands with
polio virus in 1955. The
episode led to the passage of
liability laws that discourage
vaccine production and
development to this day. 

The 2005 authors series
concluded with
a visit from
Philip J. Hilts
on November
17. Hilts dis-
cussed his book,
Rx for Survival:
Why We Must
Rise to the Glob-
al Health Chal-
lenge. The book
is a companion to the PBS
series that aired in early
November and explores the
looming threat of pan-
demics and the devastation
caused by infectious disease
in the developing world. 

To join Wistar’s mailing
list for author events, email
Marion Wyce at wyce@
wistar.org or call her at 
215-898-3943.

1 7

FO
CU

S 
:

Fa
ll

2
0

0
5

>Weidong Yang, Ph.D., has won the 2005 Ching Jer
Chern Memorial Award, which honors annually the best
scientific publication by a postdoctoral fellow in the previ-
ous year. Yang is a postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of
professor Kazuko Nishikura, Ph.D. His paper was pub-
lished in the Journal of Biological Chemistry. He was
honored on June 10 at a luncheon attended by Mrs. June
Chern, wife of the late Dr. Chern. 

>Xiaoyong Zhang, Ph.D., is the recipient of the
2005 Christopher Davis Memorial Fellowship. He is a
postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of associate professor
Steven B. McMahon, Ph.D. The fellowship supports
breast-cancer research and honors the memory of Christo-
pher Davis, son of Board of Managers vice chair Harold
M. Davis and his wife, Eleanor Davis.

>Levi Beverly, a predoctoral trainee in the laboratory
of associate professor Anthony J. Capobianco, Ph.D., is
the winner of the 2005 Dr. Monica H.M. Shander
Award. The fellowship is given annually to a Wistar pre-
doctoral trainee who displays excellence in scholastics and
diligence in the laboratory. In the competition for the
award, Beverly gave a presentation titled, “Genetic and
Molecular Interactions in Notch-Induced Tumorigenesis.”

Guests browse the offerings at the fundraiser held for Wistar at
Stiletto in March. 

T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  U p d a t e



M ore than 100 golfers
turned out on June 20 to honor the
memory of Philadelphia restaurateur
Albert R. Taxin and raise funds for
brain tumor research at The Wistar
Institute.

The 10th Annual Albert R. Taxin
Golf Classic, held at the Green Valley
Country Club, raised more than
$90,000 for research at Wistar. In its
first decade, the event has raised nearly
$1 million for brain tumor research in
honor of Taxin, the proprietor of Old
Original Bookbinder’s, who died of an
inoperable brain tumor in 1993.

As a lasting legacy to her husband,
Doris Taxin spearheaded the creation
of the Albert R. Taxin Brain Tumor
Research Center at Wistar and the
annual golf tournament fundraiser

supporting it. Doris co-chaired the
tournament, and the Taxin and Rousso
families were platinum sponsors. The
Taxin Golf Classic was again a family
affair, with many of Albert’s relatives
participating. 

Joining Doris Taxin on the course
were fellow co-chair and gold sponsor
Alan Miller of Universal Health Ser-
vices and committee member and gold
sponsor Ron Rubin of the Pennsylva-
nia Real Estate Investment Trust. 

Eagle sponsor and former KYW
Newsradio general manager Roy
Shapiro played in a foursome with
KYW Newsradio hosts Ed Abrams and
Harry Donohue and KYW-TV3
morning anchor Ukee Washington. 

Other notables included Greg “The
Bull” Luzinski, leftfielder and power-
hitter of the Philadelphia Phillies team
that won the 1980 World Series, and
Dave Montgomery, current president
of the Phillies.
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T H E A N N U A L

A L B E R T R .  TA X I N

G O L F C L A S S I C

R A I S E S F U N D S F O R

B R A I N T U M O R

R E S E A R C H

By Marion Wyce

Left: From left, Susan Catherwood, 
event founder and co-chair Doris Taxin, 
Wistar president and CEO Russel E. 
Kaufman, M.D., and Jan Albert. 

Below: “The Bull,” former Phillies leftfielder
and World Series champion Greg Luzinski. 

TEE TIME

P H O T O G R A P H S  B Y  

S T U A R T  W A T S O N
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Albert’s son John Taxin, current
owner of the recently renovated Book-
binder’s, gave a spirited performance as
auctioneer at the evening reception
and awards ceremony. Larry Magid
and Electric Factory Concerts donated
to the auction a Fender Stratocaster
guitar signed by blues legend B.B.
King. Other featured items were a
2000 British Open flag signed by golf
great Arnold Palmer, dinner for 10 at
Bookbinder’s, and a Philadelphia 76ers
package that included a signed shoe
from “Chocolate Thunder” Daryl
Dawkins, known for his backboard-
shattering dunks, which was donated
by Fox 29 morning anchor George
Mallet.

This year, three newly recruited
Wistar scientists faced off in the Princi-
pal Investigator Putting Contest. Assis-
tant professors Joseph Kissil, Ph.D.,
Susan Janicki, Ph.D., and Qihong
Huang, M.D., Ph.D., all tied for first
place.

Other major sponsors of the 2005
Taxin Golf Classic were: Old Original
Bookbinder’s; Citizens Bank of Penn-
sylvania; Comcast-Spectacor; the David
Cutler Group; Eleanor and Hal Davis;
Eileen and Ira Ingerman; the Leroy E.
Kean Corporation; R.A.F. Industries;
Angevine and Partners, LLC; Nancy
and Bob Blank; Ira Brind; Leonard A.
Bruno, M.D.; Debbie and Michael
Coslov; CMS Companies; Cozen
O’Connor; Electric Factory Concerts;
Joanne and Mitch Leibovitz; the 

Philadelphia Phillies; Elaine and Roy
Shapiro; Ann and Ed Sickles; and the
Harry Cook Foundation.

The 11th Annual Albert R. Taxin
Golf Classic will be Monday, June 19,
2006. For details, call Wistar Develop-
ment at 215-898-3930. 

The  annua l
t o u r nament  ha s

ra i s ed  nea r l y  one
m i l l i o n  do l l a r s  fo r
brain tumor research
in honor of  Taxin.

Top: Doris Taxin looks on as John Taxin
leads the live auction. 

Above: KYW Newsradio host Harry Donohue,
KYW-TV3 anchorman Ukee Washington,
Wistar Board member Roy Shapiro, and
KYW Newsradio host Ed Abrams. 

Below: Alan Miller, Robert A. Fox, and Kevin
M. Tucker.
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Kevin M. Tucker,

left, has protected 

a First Lady, 

headed a 

major police

department, 

and lent his 

many talents to

Philadelphia-area

nonprofits, 

including Wistar.

He received 

The Wistar Award

in October. 

Pictured here with

Robert A. Fox.

Full story on page 7.


